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The different social structures reflection from two kinds of burials in
Maoginggou cemetery

Yang Jian-hua Cao Jian-en

Abstract:Maoginggou cemetery was located in Liangcheng County, Inner Mongolia, dated back to the E
astern Zhou Dynasty. In the cemetery, there are 2 kinds of burials, east orientation and north orientation

in which buried the dead of local people and Central Plain people respectively. The distribution of age, s

ex and funeral objects of Maoginggou shows that the burials of different orientation represent two family
patterns and social structures: there are age and gender groups and male groups were warrior groups in
east orientation burials, and there is nuclear family in the north orientation burials. Guoxianyaozi cemet

ery, near Maoginggou and with the same date, is the same distribution pattern with east burials, and Ivol
ga cemetery in the Trans-Baikal in the Xiongnu period is the same distribution with north burials of Maoq
inggou.

Keywords: burial distribution; Maoginggou cemetery; family pattern
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