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European studies: Understanding Europe’s role, thinking about its
integration & approaching it with openness

Guenter Heiduk



(Gerhard Mercator University Duisburg, Germany)

abstract: The topic of this article is the perspectives of the European studies under the context of the
high speed process of globalization. From four aspects, the author explains his viewpoints: the debate
about area studies versus discipline-based studies; the role of the Europe in the world, especially in the
global ecomomy, and the locations of the European studies in the area studies; the traditional structure of
European studies ; the unity and diversity in European studies. Trying to rethink our methodological
approaches and being willing to adopt knowledge provided by other disciplines, the author’s conclusion
is that European studies require a cooperation of different area and discipline specialists. We should
concentrate on not only the European integration process and the European Union, but also the impact of
integration process on the Member States and their societies; we need both national perspective and

discipline perspective.

key words: European studies; integration; perspective ; approach; openness

&A% B #:  2003-04-06

Y E @A~ Guenter Heiduk 1%+, £ E Gerhard Mercator K #ZF 5B FRERS MR ZF% ZH AT
HAZ.

(TEARAXFEAGRXAZAFR FE2%& F L4 B)



