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Indoctrination and Education: to Middle of the Road?

Dai Bei
(The School of Education BNU, Beijing, 100875)

Abstract : From the end of 19th century to 1930s,with the democratization course of the western
society, the connotation of “indoctrination” and “education” differentiated evidently. The argument
between indoctrination and education is a significant issue in the history. Indoctrination had been
criticized for its absolutism for long time, which was the opposite of democracy. But since the latter
half of the 20th century, indoctrination has become a methodology which could be adjusted.
Although the argument has last out many years, the essences of emphasis people caring about are
two things: democracy and the balance of culture between stability and variability.
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