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The Impact of Trans-national Academic Education and Research on
European Integration — Two Examples of Europeanization

Heike Henning-Schmidt

(University of Bonn, Germany)

Abstract: Development of the human resources engaged in research is one of the prerequisites for
economic growth and technological progress. Academic education at doctoral and post-doctoral level by
training through research and trans-national mobility of researchers are constituents of integration in
Europe which help to encourage creativeness and innovation. This insight induced the European
Community in the Nineties to adopt the Training and Mobility of Researchers Programme (TMR) aimed at
promoting trans-national scientific cooperation, exchanges of scientists as well as collaboration,
interaction and integration by joint research projects. About two decades before, three universities of
different later member states of the European Union already initiated a forerunner of the TMR
programme, the European Doctoral Program in Quantitative Economics (EDP),which is still in operation.

Under this program all Ph.D. students spend a full academic year at one of the partner institutions.



Doctoral degrees are awarded by the institution where the dissertation is submitted. The coordinated
curriculum based on the activities at the partner universities creates the opportunity for students to
specialize in almost any major area of quantitative economics, and, at the same time, it allows students
to integrate different aspects of economics. Moreover, the EDP offers a unique access to the traditions
and current research of the different institutions. In this paper | present the Research Network ENDEAR
sponsored by the TMR programme as well as the EDP as two examples of trans-national academic
education and research. | assess their success with regard to European integration by focusing on (i)
trans-national mobility of post-doctorates and academic teachers, (ii) nationality of participants, (iii)
promotion of international research projects, (iv) trans-national training of young researchers, (v)

integrative aspects of Summer Schools and (vi) diffusion and enlargement of academic knowledge.
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