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The Traditional Direction of Early Reform Ideas seen from
the case of Zheng Guanying
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(Department of History, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200241)

Abstract : Facing the challenges of a strong Western culture, the early Chinese reform group
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discovered a modern and eternal elements and Constituents from the tradition effortly because of the
responsibility and the mission of saving country for survival. Besides, they interpreted and reconstructed
the Chinese tradition, too. The early reformers used the traditional resources in many aspects.In this
paper, | choosed four of the most important aspects to discuss ,which are the ideas of change, the
Concepts of thinking people as the fundamental, the study of rites ,and the theories of thinking the
commercial to be important.We can see that, the early reformers interpreted and reconstructed the
Chinese tradition, which has given the tradition a new cultural connotation and vitality in fact. So that
traditional culture transformed to a modern one.
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