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Defining the Opposition between Chinese and Western Languages

In Terms of the Opposite Origins of Their Writing

Yijun Hu
(College of Foreign Languages & Cultures, Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu 610059)

Abstract: Chinese and Western languages are ideographic and phonetic respectively. A series of opposing
language phenomena have been turning out in their comparison. With a purpose of interpreting this point and
clarifying the relation of writing origin to language, the paper analyzes two basic types of writing formations----
ideographic and phonetic formation---and their oppositeness, explores how they decide the adverseness of motion
between Chinese and Western language’s systems with their three elements: writing, phonetic voice, and
meaning, and then examines how the different origins causes the opposite language phenomena between Chinese
and Western alphabetic languages.

Keywords: ideographic origin phonetic origin oppositeness of origins adverse motion of Chinese and the Westerns



