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Ethnic Integration and the Evolution of the Sense of Community for the
Chinese Nation from the Late Western Zhou Period to the Warring States
Period

Yang Zhaohui Zhou Haixia
(Hebei Vocational University of Industry and Technology, Shijiazhuang City, Hebei Province, 050091)

Abstract: From the late Western Zhou Dynasty to the early Eastern Zhou Dynasty, nomadic tribes
from the north migrated southward, leading to the collapse of the feudal system of the Zhou royal court
and placing the Huaxia civilization under severe external pressure. This paper examines the historical
evolution of the Bai Di, Xianyu, and Zhongshan as a case study, investigating the specific process by
which ethnic conflicts during the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods transformed into drivers
of community construction through warfare, enfeoffment, and cultural assimilation. Analyzing the
reasons behind the breakthrough in ethnic barriers and the trend toward internal unity in Chinese
civilization from three dimensions: geographical configuration, institutional construction, and ideological
evolution. The author believes that the identity of Chinese civilization is based on culture, not on blood
ties. The concept of “harmony in diversity” and “harmony among all nations” is an important gene in the
formation of the sense of community of the Chinese nation. Therefore, forging a sense of community for
the Chinese nation is a contemporary continuation and creative transformation of this long-standing
cultural tradition.

Key words: Ethnic integration; the culture of "harmony"; a sense of community for the Chinese

nation; Huaxia civilization; the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods



