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An Exploratory Study of Generative Al’'s Ability to Distinguish Chinese
Near-Synonyms: The Case of “ f#”, “¥#f#” and “Big”

Xu Lindi
(School of Liberal Arts, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, Henan 450001, China)

Abstract: Generative Al can produce explanations and examples for vocabulary teaching, but the
suitability of its near-synonym distinctions requires close examination. This exploratory study examines
“TE, “BRfR” and “BH " through semantic, syntactic and pragmatic analysis. Fifteen constructed tasks
were submitted as a complete set in each of three new conversations using Doubao’s web interface in its
visible quick mode, producing 45 task-level responses from three requests. Qualitative analysis found
relatively stable core judgments in typical contexts, alongside issues requiring review in example
functions, explanation boundaries and the acceptability of alternatives. Similar core judgments did not
imply identical explanations or demonstrated teaching effectiveness. A classroom activity involving
contextual comparison, explanation checking, sentence rewriting and communicative use is proposed.
The findings apply only to this product, small task set and specified prompting condition; independent
teacher review remains necessary.

Keywords: generative Al; Chinese near-synonyms; lexical distinction; international Chinese language
education; Doubao
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