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A Theoretical Outline for Moral Emotion Education

Gao Desheng

Abstract: Moral emotion, which is people's affective response to good and evil, points to
good and evil in content, and normative likes and dislikes in response. People's affective response
to good and evil points to both others and themselves. Moral emotion falls into three categories:
an aversion to evil from the individual self and others, an affirmation of good from the individual
self and others, and a mixture (combining responses stemming from the interplay of good and
evil). Based on the understanding of moral emotion, the basic pathway of moral emotion
education includes fostering moral emotion through the emotion of school life and effective moral
education; conducting positive moral emotion education by focusing on compassion education,
and conducting negative moral emotion education by focusing on the prevention of narcissism;
actively conducting moral emotion education (the criticism of the individual self and others) based
on the maintenance of the bottom line, and conducting moral emotion education (the praise of the
individual self and others) through emotional demonstration and the generous praise of others; and
giving full play to the unique advantage of literary narratives in moral emotion education, and
achieving the result of nourishing the heart and fostering emotions.

Key words: moral emotion; a school's emotional dimension; compassion education;
emotional demonstration; literary narrative
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