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Traditional Moral Education Vocabulary and Generation Strategies for Hallmark Concepts

in Chinese Moral Education Theory

ZHENG Fuxing, LI Hao

Abstract: Building an independent knowledge system of Chinese moral education theory
requires hallmark concepts that embody both cultural characteristics and the spirit of the times.
Traditional moral education vocabulary serves as the cultural source and generative foundation for
hallmark concepts in Chinese moral education theory. Based on the cultural connotations and
conceptual identification value of traditional moral education vocabulary, three strategies can be
adopted to transform it into hallmark concepts of contemporary Chinese moral education theory:
the modernization strategy, which emphasizes refining traditional moral education vocabulary
through scientific procedures and practical testing; the contextualization strategy, which focuses
on establishing the continuity of traditional moral education vocabulary in history, culture, and
social practice; and the creative transformation strategy, which endows traditional moral education
vocabulary with contemporary connotations through recombination, transformation, and
sublimation. The coordinated implementation of these three strategies transforms traditional moral
education vocabulary into hallmark concepts of contemporary Chinese moral education theory,
laying a solid foundation for building a moral education theory with Chinese characteristics, era
features, and a global perspective. This approach ensures the cultural continuation, theoretical
independence, and practical effectiveness of Chinese moral education theoretical knowledge

system.

Keywords: traditional moral education vocabulary; hallmark concepts; Chinese moral

education theory; independent knowledge system



