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The Integration and Cultivation of Moral Order and the Order of the

Soul

YAN Xulei

Abstract: The disorder of the modern soul and the problems associated with it cannot be
ignored. In the face of profound changes unseen in a century and the advent of the intelligent society,
it is necessary to reflect on the historical process through which moral order and the order of the soul
have been integrated and cultivated, and to explore the construction of morality and the soul under
the conditions of the new era. Ancient societies advocated virtue in order to safeguard the interests
of the community, emphasizing that one's moral character should match one's social position and
pursuing a unity of excellence and virtue. Modern society, by contrast, has constructed both moral
order and the order of the soul around the protection of rights; yet, under the colonization of
instrumental rationality, this has led to the disorder of the soul. The underlying reason lies in the
logical point of departure for envisioning modern society and its morality, which entails the
estrangement between ethics and morality, between the individual and the community, as well as the
separation of mental labor from manual labor. In the face of the intelligent society, it is necessary to
clarify the situational characteristics of moral-order construction, sort out the challenges
confronting modern moral narratives, advocate a new ethical spirit to illuminate both the spiritual
world and human life, construct a moral order that enables the realization of the human species
essence, and regard creativity as a basic virtue through which the soul may find its proper
grounding.
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