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The Evolution of the Hua-Yi Conception from the Perspective of the

Culture of “He”

Yang Zhaohui Zhou Haixia
(Hebei Vocational University of Industry and Technology, Shijiazhuang City, Hebei Province, 050091)

Abstract: The Hua-Yi (Huaxia—Yi) conception is central to ancient Chinese thinking on ethnic relations.
Its evolution from the "distinction between Yi and Xia" to the "integration of Hua and Yi" deeply reflects
the internal logic and spiritual tension of the Chinese culture of “He”, which takes "harmony without
uniformity” as its cognitive principle, "harmony generates things" as its generative mechanism, and
"attaining the mean and harmony" as its value pursuit. Focusing on the Spring and Autumn and Warring
States periods, this article examines the historical process whereby the Hua-Yi conception moved from
differentiation to integration, analyzing dimensions such as political intermarriage, cultural integration,
institutional reform, the sense of vigilance in times of peace, and the spirit of benevolence and courage.
It shows how the culture of harmony sought unity within difference and promoted integration through
conflict, ultimately bringing about the pattern of Hua-Yi integration. The study demonstrates that this
evolution was not a process of simple assimilation but one of pluralistic coexistence and dialectical
fusion guided by the culture of harmony, offering important intellectual resources for the contemporary

construction of a sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Keywords: the culture of “He”; Hua—Yi conception; evolution
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