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A Case Study of the Argument Types and Syntactic Functions of
Compound Words: “Maopai” (Counterfeit)

Cao Baoping
(Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing 400031)

Abstract: Based on empty categories and argument structure, this paper demonstrates the complete
functional extension path of the Chinese compound word “maopai” (counterfeit) from “argument filling” to
“metonymic association” to “register extension.” Theoretically, the functional extension of “maopai”
proceeds layer by layer along the path of “argument filling — metonymic association — register
extension,” reflecting an evolutionary trend of a gradual increase in the degree of lexicalization and a
gradual decrease in the recoverability of empty categories.

Keywords: compound words; argument; syntactic function; empty category; “maopai”
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