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From "Cultural Discount” to "Cultural Value-Added": Communication
Strategies and Implications of Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage
Content on Short Video Platforms

Yifang Chen
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou / Henan, 450001)

Abstract: Drawing on the theory of "cultural discount," this paper examines the communication of
Chinese intangible cultural heritage (ICH) content on short video platforms. The study finds that some
ICH content has garnered even greater attention overseas than domestically, achieving a transition from
"cultural discount" to "cultural value-added." Taking Li Ziqi's short videos and traditional handicraft videos
as examples, the paper identifies three key conditions for realizing this transition. On this basis, it reflects
on the "high-context, high-discount" dilemma in culture courses for international Chinese language
education, proposes the idea of drawing on short video thinking to design "low-cultural-discount"

classroom activities, and concludes with a specific teaching case.

Keywords: cultural discount; cultural value-added; short video communication; intangible cultural

heritage; international Chinese language education
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