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The Historical Evolution of the“He”Culture During the Pre-Qin Period
in the Construction of the Chinese National Community
Yang Zhaohui
(Hebei Vocational University of Industry and Technology, Shijiazhuang City, Hebei Province, 050091)

Abstract: The “He”culture represents the profound cultural foundation underpinning the unity of Chinese
civilization and serves as an important resource for strengthening the sense of community among the
Chinese nation. Existing research has largely interpreted the connotation of “He”culture from a static
conceptual perspective, lacking a dynamic examination of its historical mechanisms in shaping the
construction of the Chinese national community. This paper takes the pre-Qin period as its central time
frame and,focusing on the three distinctive attributes of “He” culture—its inclusiveness,
attractiveness,and cohesive power—systematically explores the historical practical logic through which it
facilitated “unity in diversity”, moral appeal, and institutional integration. The study reveals that the
pre-Qin “He” culture played a profound role in the formation and maintenance of the early Chinese
national community through its “harmony in diversity” civilizational identity mechanism, its political
legitimacy argument based on the principle of “aligning virtue with Heaven”, and its normative
construction of the ritual-musical order. In the contemporary context, revitalizing the historical gene of
“He” culture requires a tripartite transformation—shifting from “historical narrative” to “mechanism
interpretation”, from “cultural identity” to “value internalization”, and from “traditional resources”to “digital
and intelligent empowerment”—thereby providing both theoretical underpinnings and practical pathways
from the perspective of traditional culture for strengthening the sense of community among the Chinese
nation.

Keywords: Pre-Qin “He” culture; construction of the Chinese national community consciousness;
historical evolution



