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Pragmatic Functions and Interactional Effects of the Online Colloquial
Pattern "Gei wo + VP"

Liu Chang
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, 450001)

Abstract: In recent years, the construction "gei wo + VP" has frequently appeared in online discourse.
From the perspective of pragmatic functions, this paper selects authentic corpus from platforms such as
Weibo, Bilibili bullet-comments and Xiaochongshu, and analyzes three functions of this construction in
online interaction: sending signals of emotional resonance, serving as a rhetorical strategy for hyperbolic
narration, and advancing topics in communication. The study finds that "gei wo + VP" differs from the
"ba-construction” in communicative usages and functions. The former focuses on expressing genuine
subjective feelings and lightens the conversational atmosphere, whereas the latter is more oriented
toward describing events, conveying information and clarifying their causes and consequences. The
popularity of this construction reflects the general tendency toward subjectivization and
interactionalization in online discourse.
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