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Symbolic Representation, Behavioral Reflection and Value Reflection of
Youth Internet Baby-talk from the Perspective of Cultural Psychology

Li Sen
(School of Liberal Arts, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, Henan 450001, China)

Abstract: Youth internet baby-talk, emerging in digital social scenarios, is a representative linguistic
sub-culture phenomenon and a vital form for Chinese to realize self-adjustment and innovative
development in the new-media context. From the dual perspectives of cultural psychology and
sociolinguistics, this paper takes five typical baby-talk symbolic forms including phonetic transformation,
homophonic abbreviation, reduplication, infantile modal particles and imitative sentence patterns as the
core classification system. It systematically sorts out the unique phonetic variations, lexical structures
and syntactic representation features of youth internet baby-talk. Combined with interpersonal
communication practices and online social mechanisms, this paper deeply interprets the layer-identity,
emotional compensation, childhood regression and weak-identity projection logic behind the use of
baby-talk among young groups. Based on theories of Han national traditional linguistic culture,
infant-schema cognition and escape-freedom as well as youth sub-culture theory, it explores the
deep-seated cultural-psychological motivations for the prevalence of internet baby-talk, dialectically
analyzes its dual values of enriching Chinese communication system, relieving social emotions and
weakening linguistic expressive competence, triggering aesthetic homogenization and communication
anomie. Finally, in response to the requirements for the construction of contemporary language
standardization, this paper puts forward a multi-dimensional optimization path of hierarchical scenario
application, Chinese aesthetic education guidance and platform flexible governance and dynamic
academic follow-up, so as to provide theoretical reference and practical support for the sound
development of internet baby-talk, youth language literacy cultivation and Chinese language ecology in

the new era.

Keywords: Internet baby-talk; infantilized language; cultural psychology; youth sub-culture; language
standardization
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