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A Sociolinguistic Investigation of the Internet Meme “Ni danzi zhenshi
feidudude”

Wang Manyu
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, Hennan Province, 450000)

Abstract: The development of the Internet has continuously transformed the ways in which language is
produced, disseminated, and used. Novel expressions that depart from conventional collocations and
semantic norms have emerged widely in online communication. The expression “Ni danzi zhenshi
feidudude” is based on an established colloquial expression meaning “you are really bold.” By replacing
the original adjective with a reduplicated and affectionate form meaning “chubby,” it creates an
unconventional semantic combination and acquires new pragmatic and social meanings through online
circulation. From a sociolinguistic perspective, this study employs case and contextual analyses to
examine the expression in terms of its linguistic form, semantic characteristics, stylistic features,
pragmatic functions, and underlying causes. The findings show that the expression breaks conventional
collocational patterns through semantic incongruity and formal analogy while using the affectionate
connotations of the new form to soften the critical force of the original expression. As a result, it conveys
humorous, playful, teasing, intimate, and entertaining meanings, producing a pragmatic effect of
expressing harsh remarks in a softened manner. Its popularity is closely related to the informality,
entertainment orientation, and interactivity of online communication, while also reflecting language
users’ desire for novelty and their need for group identification. This study argues that the emergence
and dissemination of this expression result from the interaction of linguistic innovation, social psychology,
and online culture, demonstrating the important role of Internet catchphrases in contemporary social

interaction and cultural expression.

Keywords: Internet language; sociolinguistics; linguistic variation; social meaning; linguistic innovation;
online communication
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