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A Study on Vocabulary Acquisition Strategies of Chinese as a Second
Language

QIN YISHU
(Zhengzhou City,Henan Province,Postal Code: 450000)

Abstract: Vocabulary acquisition is essential for learning Chinese as a second language. Chinese
ideographic characters, complex semantic relations and flexible collocations bring challenges to
overseas learners. Based on O’Malley & Chamot’s strategy framework, this paper classifies vocabulary
acquisition strategies into cognitive, metacognitive and social-affective strategies. Through
questionnaires, semi-structured interviews and vocabulary competence tests, this paper explores
strategy use features and acquisition effects of learners at different proficiency levels. The findings
indicate that beginners mainly adopt shallow cognitive strategies such as repetition and recitation, while
intermediate and advanced learners prefer mnemonics, classification and metacognitive regulation.
Metacognitive strategies are significantly positively correlated with vocabulary performance. Learners’
individual characteristics and external environments jointly influence strategy choices. This paper puts
forward teaching suggestions from teacher training, textbook compilation and learning-environment
construction, so as to provide references for Chinese international education and the development of

learners’ autonomous competence.

Key words: Second-language Acquisition; Vocabulary Acquisition; Learning Strategies; Teaching
Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages



