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An exploration of the popular online structure '‘Bao X de'

Xu Lixin

(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: In recent years, the phrase "2 X {J' has become a common online construction, widely used
in short videos, social media, and everyday spoken communication. This structure evolved from the
dialectal "£', which originally indicated certainty, through semantic bleaching, forming a stable framework
'fi, + variable element X + modal particle f¥J'. This article uses Goldberg's construction grammar theory,
Shen Jiaxuan's theory of lexical bleaching, and memetics of language to systematically analyse the
construction from six dimensions: origin, syntactic structure, semantic levels, pragmatic functions,
reasons for popularity, and implications for teaching Chinese as a foreign language. On the basis of a
complete description of the construction's linguistic features, it focuses on strategies for differentiated
teaching in Chinese classes for international learners. The study found that the core morpheme "' has
grammaticalised from a traditional lexical verb into a modal adverb, with its semantic evolution showing
the hierarchical feature of 'weakened contractual responsibility, strengthened subjective emotional
expression'. When teaching overseas learners, it is recommended to follow a tiered teaching approach,

distinguish between the traditional contractual meaning of '£' and its online subjective judgement

meaning, and reinforce awareness of stylistic boundaries in different contexts.

Keywords: internet slang; 'baoX'; construction grammar; semantic bleaching; international Chinese
education



