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A Study on the Arrangement of Adversative Complex Sentences in
Chinese L2 Textbooks and an Exploration of Optimization Pathways

Chengze Wang
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou Henan Province, 45000)

Abstract: Adversative complex sentences, which broadly denote adversative relations, are a crucial
grammatical feature for expressing complex logical relationships in Chinese. They are both a key
teaching point and a notable challenge in Teaching Chinese as a Second Language (TCSL). Grounded
in Xing Fuyi's theoretical frameworks, particularly the "Tripartite System" and "Clause-Governance"
theory, this study examines the presentation and sequencing of adversative complex sentences in major
TCSL textbooks such as Developing Chinese. Based on an analysis of current practices, this paper
proposes a set of optimization strategies for textbook design, integrating linguistic theory, second
language acquisition research, and cognitive principles. These strategies include constructing a
networked knowledge system, optimizing the sequencing of grammatical points, highlighting
discourse-level functions, and diversifying exercise formats. To illustrate the practical application of these
strategies, a sample teaching unit design for intermediate-level learners is provided. This research aims
to offer valuable insights for enhancing the pedagogical and scientific quality of Chinese L2 textbook
compilation.

Keywords: International Chinese Language Education; Adversative Complex Sentences; Textbook
Arrangement; Tripartite System
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