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A Study on the Syntactic Features, Pragmatic Functions, and Motivations

for the Popularity of the Internet Catchphrase "Shuilingling de XX"

Qian yuhuan

(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: The phrase “shuilingling de XX” has been selected as one of the top ten buzzwords of the year
by Yaowen Jiaozi, a Chinese language and literature magazine. As an internet catchphrase construction,
it is derived from the traditional ABB-type reduplicated adjective “shuilingling” through adaptation in
online communication. Drawing on authentic examples collected from Weibo, Xiaohongshu, and the BCC
and CCL corpora, this study adopts Construction Grammar, language memetics, and sociolinguistics as
its theoretical frameworks. It focuses on three main aspects. First, it examines the construction’s
syntactic features by comparing the traditional use of “shuilingling” with the online use of “shuilingling de
XX,” and it accounts for the widespread online confusion between the structural particles “de” () and
“de” (b). Second, it analyzes the pragmatic functions of the construction, including expressing speakers'’
inner emotions, self-mockery, constructing group identity among young people, and enhancing the
expressive effect of online language. Third, it explores the reasons for the phrase’s popularity,
distinguishing internal linguistic motivations from external social factors. The study draws the following
conclusions: “shuilingling de XX” breaks the conventional usage boundaries of adjectives; its specific
meaning depends on the context of use; and its large-scale spread is internally driven by language
memes and linguistic economy, and externally driven by the popularity of short-video platforms, the
language habits of young people, and contemporary needs for emotional release. Finally, the article
analyzes the research value of this internet construction, identifies language problems in everyday usage,

and offers suggestions for stratified guidance and a tolerant attitude toward internet catchphrases.
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