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The Evolution of Traditional Festival Culture from a Modern Social
History Perspective: A Case Study of Areas in Beijing

Huang Yu
(Beijing Union University, Beijing, 100191)

Abstract: This paper explores the evolutionary trajectory of festival culture in Beijing from
the perspective of modern social and cultural history, examining how traditional festivities
transformed amid political upheavals, social transitions, and cultural collisions. By
analyzing the continuity and adaptation of traditional festivals during the late Qing and
Republic era, the CCP’s practices of festive reform in the base areas, and the post-1949
reconstruction of the festival system, the study reveals how festivals—as sociocultural
carriers—reflect shifts in power dynamics, class interactions, and the reproduction of
urban spaces. The research demonstrates that Beijing’s festival culture underwent a
transformation from grassroots spontaneity to an instrument of ideological governance,
emerging as a critical window into modern Chinese social transformation.

Keywords: Modern Beijing; Festival Culture; Social Participation; Folk Activities



