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A Study on the Impact of Online Homophones on Chinese Language
Learners and Teaching Strategies

Tao Ziqi
(Zhengzhou University, City / Province, Postal Code)

Abstract: Internet puns are a unique linguistic phenomenon that has emerged in the online
environment and are widely used on social media and in everyday communication. Formed
through Chinese character homophones, transliterations of foreign words, and the substitution of
numbers, they are characterized by simplicity, widespread dissemination, context dependence, and
innovation. For Chinese language learners, internet puns not only enrich their language input but
may also present certain challenges in areas such as vocabulary comprehension, phonetic
recognition, and standardized expression. Therefore, how to appropriately incorporate internet
homophones into teaching Chinese as a foreign language has become a topic worthy of discussion.
This study analyzes the classification, characteristics, and impact of internet homophones on
Chinese learners from a theoretical perspective and proposes teaching strategies for their use in
Chinese as a foreign language instruction to help learners better navigate the modern Chinese
language environment.
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