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An Insight into the Popular Image of Republican-era Shanghai Police
Constables via Shanghai Local Press (1921-1937)

Liu Jing
( Beijing Union University,Bei jing ,100191)

Abstract: Concessions in China were self-governing urban enclaves established by foreign powers on
Chinese territory under unequal treaties. Following their founding, the concessions set up their own
modern police institution—the police station (the Xunbufang, or Shanghai Municipal Police)—to exercise
administrative autonomy and consular jurisdiction, whose officers were known as xunbu (constables). As
representatives of public power who came into closest contact with ordinary people, these constables
drew considerable public attention. From 1921 to 1937, Shanghai-based newspapers and periodicals
contain abundant records concerning the constables, which vividly reflect their popular image: they were
duty-bound public servants, power-abusing perpetrators, and agents of foreign aggression, while also
revealing their complexity as ordinary individuals caught up in the tides of the era. Overall, although some
records express recognition of the constables, aversion and resistance predominate.

Keywords: Republican-era constables; Shanghai region; newspapers and periodicals; popular image



