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Xunzi’s monarch-centered theory

Feng Hongyan
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract:When discussing Xunzi's thought on ruler-people relations, academic circles hold two
divergent viewpoints. Some scholars regard Xunzi as a thinker of people-centered thought, who
inherited the Confucian tradition of valuing and loving the people dating back to Confucius and
Mencius. Representative scholars include Jin Yaoji, Nan Shengjie, Liao Mingchun and others. Other
scholars, however, argue that Xunzi departed from the Confucian people-centered tradition of
Confucius and Mencius and turned to monarch-centered thought. Representatives of this view are
You Huanmin, Wang Baoguo, Chen Zhun and so forth. Debates between these two schools of
thought have persisted.As a prominent thinker, educator and litterateur, Xunzi was an inheritor of
Confucianism in the late Warring-States Period. He put forward the “boat-and-water” metaphor for
ruler-people relations. This metaphor weakened the strength of traditional Confucian people-centered
thought while reinforcing the authority of autocratic monarchy, fundamentally constructing the
Confucian ideological system of monarch-centered thought. From Xunzi’ s perspective, the majority
of common people possessed neither moral virtue nor wisdom, and were incompetent for political
governance. From the standpoint of monarchical administration, Xunzi excluded ordinary people from
political participation and established the dominant political status of the monarch, which represents
obvious monarch-centered thinking. This paper attempts to conduct an in-depth exploration of Xunzi’

s monarch-centered theory and his “boat-and-water” metaphor of ruler-people relations.
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