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. The Alienation Landscape, Psychological Mechanisms, and
Reconstruction Pathways of College Students' Online Learning
Motivation in the Digital Intelligence Era

¢ Huang Qiongzhen
e  (School of Education, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The overwhelming abundance of online learning resources and the unprecedented
advancement of tool intelligence in the digital intelligence era present a paradox of "resource
abundance—motivational weakening." This study employs Lacanian psychoanalytic concepts of "gaze"
and "desire" as a theoretical framework to systematically analyze the underlying psychological
mechanisms of motivational alienation in online learning among college students in the digital
intelligence era. The research finds that online learning platforms position learners under the gaze of the
"Other" through "data gaze," shifting the motivation of some learners from intrinsic knowledge-seeking to
the pursuit of symbolic identification. Meanwhile, generative artificial intelligence acts as a false "object
a" provider through "instant gratification," resulting in desire short-circuiting. The convergence of these
two mechanisms leads to the dissolution of subjectivity in the cycle of "anxiety—escape—outsourcing."
Additionally, generative Al reveals the possibility of structural lack in the subject, creating spatial
conditions for the reactivation of desire. The study explores practical pathways for reconstructing
learning motivation among college students in the digital intelligence era from five dimensions: shifts in
evaluative logic, demystification of symbolic identification, cultivation of critical literacy, platform design
friendliness, and order rectification and ethical revival. It advances the reconstruction of learning
motivation and the return of subjectivity in the digital intelligence era.
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