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Research on Optimization Paths of Visual Impairment Services in
University Libraries Under the Background of Law Enforcement and
Policy Empowerment

— A Case Study of the Special Education College Branch Library,
Beijing Union University
LYU Junijie, Wu Bin (Corresponding Author)
(Beijing Union University, Beijing 100075, China)

Abstract: The Barrier-Free Environment Construction Law of the People’s Republic of China took
effect on September 1, 2023, ushering in a new legalized and standardized phase for China’s
barrier-free development, and explicitly stipulating barrier-free services in university libraries as a
statutory obligation. In April 2026, six government authorities including the China Disabled Persons’
Federation and the Ministry of Education jointly issued the Guiding Opinions on Promoting Barrier-Free
Reading. This document elaborates full-chain implementation requirements covering barrier-free reading
resource provision, professional services, technological empowerment and personnel training from the
perspective of top-level national policies. Together, the Law and the Guiding Opinions form a dual legal
and policy support framework for university libraries to deliver services for visually impaired users.To
guarantee persons with disabilities’ equal right to education, inclusive education has expanded steadily
across China in recent years, with an increasing number of visually impaired students enrolling in
general universities. As the campus document hub and educational platform, the quality of visual
impairment services offered by libraries directly determines the fundamental rights of visually impaired
groups to equally access educational resources and participate in campus cultural activities.

Taking the Special Education College Branch Library of Beijing Union University as an empirical
research case, this paper adopts three research methods: legal benchmarking analysis, case analysis
and literature research. By comparing the statutory provisions of the Barrier-Free Environment
Construction Law and the top-level requirements laid out in the six-department guiding opinions on
barrier-free reading, the paper sorts out the existing practical achievements of the sample library and
identifies its deficiencies in five dimensions: facilities, resources, services, education and support
mechanisms. Drawing on the special fund for barrier-free environment construction granted to the library
in 2026, this study puts forward actionable, replicable optimization paths that comply with relevant laws,
regulations and national policy orientations. It provides theoretical references and practical models for
libraries of other inclusive education institutions to fulfill legal barrier-free requirements, advance
standardized development of barrier-free reading, and realize educational equity.

Keywords: Barrier-Free Environment Construction Law; Barrier-Free Reading; University Library;
Services for Visually Impaired Persons
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