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A Study on the Rare Local Chronicle Mo'ergen zhi Compiled in the

Guangxu Reign

Hu Jiachen
(School of History, Culture and Tourism, Heilongjiang University, Harbin, Heilongjiang
150080, China)

Abstract: In the 23rd year of the Guangxu reign, Enze, General of Heilongjiang, initiated the compilation
of the General Records of Heilongjiang. Mo'ergen zhi is the only local chronicle of the Nenjiang region
fully compiled in accordance with the official 28-chapter format for general local records. Preserved as a
unique extant copy worldwide, this chronicle was sorted out and published domestically in 1986 after
Chinese and Japanese scholars jointly obtained its microfilm. It systematically records historical facts
concerning the administrative establishment, postal station defense, ethnic groups, land reclamation and
other matters of the Mo'ergen area. Taking the original text of Mo'ergen zhi as core source material, this
paper sorts out the compilation background and manuscript origin of the chronicle, elaborates on its key
records including territorial evolution and physical geography, the Eight Banners system and postal
station frontier defense, as well as people’s livelihood, economy and diverse local society, and
dialectically analyzes its historical document value and editorial limitations. It provides first-hand
documentary references for research on the governance of Northeast borderlands, historical geography

of the Nenjiang River Basin, and the history of northern ethnic groups.
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