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An Exploration of the Influence of the Battle of Thermopylae on Greek
Culture

Shengyuan Wang
(Zhengzhou University,Zhengzhou/Henan Province, 450001)

Abstract: This paper mainly reviews the background, specific course, and outcome of the Battle of
Thermopylae—a pivotal engagement in the Second Greco-Persian War—and briefly examines certain
changes in Greek culture before and after the battle. Through this investigation, the paper finds that at
least two notable transformations occurred in Greek culture following the Battle of Thermopylae: the
sublimation of heroism and the awakening of the spirit of freedom. In sum, the Battle of Thermopylae
constituted an important turning point in the development of Greek culture, exerting a profound and
lasting influence on Greek cultural core values, artistic creation, and intellectual and scholarly thought. It

has also become a symbol of heroism and the spirit of freedom in both Greek and Western culture.
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