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The Symbiosis of the Sacred and the Secular: Cultural Genes and
Contemporary Evolution of North Indian Folk Musical Theater

Li Han
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: As the core cultural region of South Asia, the folk musical dramas of North India are
rooted in the fertile soil of the fusion between Aryan civilization and indigenous cultures,
carrying the spiritual cores of diverse religions such as Hinduism and Islam, as well as the life
wisdom of agrarian civilization. This article takes representative folk musical drama genres such
as Bhangra from Punjab, Katkari from Rajasthan, and Chhau from Uttar Pradesh as the research
objects, and combines the contexts of religious rituals, festival celebrations, and social changes
to systematically analyze the development logic and spiritual core of North Indian folk musical
dramas from three aspects: the local characteristics of artistic expression, the dual dimensions
of cultural functions, and the tension and game of contemporary transformation. The research
holds that North Indian folk musical dramas have always maintained a dual symbiotic
relationship of "sacred narrative" and "secular expression”, and the evolution of their artistic
forms is essentially the result of the interaction between religious beliefs, ethnic memories, and
social structures. In the waves of modernization and globalization, folk musical dramas not only
face the challenges of commercial alienation and the loss of traditional skills, but also achieve
the creative transformation of traditions through the innovative practices of the youth and digital
dissemination, becoming the core carrier of cultural identity and the mirror of social change in

North India.

Keywords: North India; folk musical drama; cultural genes; sacred and secular;

contemporary transformation
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