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The Formation Mechanism of Chinese Internet Phonetic Variation from
the Perspective of the Principle of Linguistic Economy and Its
Enlightenments to International Chinese Language Education

Ke Youhui
((Zhengzhou University, Henan 450001, China)

Abstract: With the popularization of short-video platforms, social media and instant messaging tools,
Chinese internet language has kept evolving. Among it, internet phonetic variations featured by phonetic
simplification, homophonic substitution and abbreviated expressions have become increasingly
prevalent. Typical examples such as jiangzi, buzao, biao and lanshou xianggu are widely used in online
communication. Such linguistic phenomena not only reflect the influence of the Principle of Linguistic
Economy on the evolution of linguistic forms, but also embody innovations in Chinese expressive
patterns under digital media environments. Nevertheless, for international Chinese learners, internet
phonetic variations deviate from standard modern Chinese norms and tend to trigger comprehension
and application errors in pronunciation, vocabulary and stylistics, posing new challenges to international
Chinese language teaching. Based on the Principle of Linguistic Economy, this paper analyzes the
formation mechanism of Chinese internet phonetic variations with authentic internet language cases,
discusses their impacts on international Chinese language education, and proposes teaching strategies
including cultivating learners’ stylistic awareness, strengthening their discrimination ability and rationally
adopting real online linguistic materials. The study argues that international Chinese language education
should balance standardized language instruction and authentic language input. On the premise of
helping learners master standard modern Chinese, teachers are supposed to guide students to properly
understand and distinguish internet language, so as to improve their cross-cultural communication
competence and Chinese practical ability in real-life contexts.

Keywords: Principle of Linguistic Economy; internet phonetic variation; international Chinese language
education; stylistic teaching



