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People First: The Value Essence, Civilizational Implication, and Global
Significance of the Chinese Path to Modernization

QiaoJdinghao
(School of Marxism, Bejing Union University, Bejing,100101)

Abstract: The Chinese path to modernization takes "people-first" as its core value, fundamentally
different from the Western "capital-first" model of modernization. By discussing from three dimensions:
the underlying value, the implication of civilization, and the significance of the world, it points out that
"people-first” is rooted in the Marxist view of the people, permeates the entire process of the goals,
driving forces, and sharing of achievements of the Chinese path to modernization, guiding it to
transcend the dilemmas of capitalist modernity and promote the coordinated development of material,
political, spiritual, social, and ecological civilizations. China's practice not only provides new options for
developing countries to explore independent paths to modernization but also contributes Chinese
wisdom to global governance and the progress of human civilization.

Keywords:People first; Chinese modernization, New form of human civilization
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