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A Sociolinguistic Investigation into the Use of Fictive Kinship Terms in
Commercial Live Broadcasts on Douyin

Chengian Luo

(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou Henan Province, 45000)

Abstract: The widespread use of fictive kinship terms in online contexts has evolved into a prevalent
linguistic shift phenomenon. The currently booming live-streaming sales industry offers a valuable lens
for close examination of such linguistic practices. Taking utterances delivered by live streamers in
Douyin sales live rooms as research corpus, this paper adopts a sociolinguistic perspective to sort out
the structural forms, daily usage conventions and social functions of commonly used fictive kinship
terms including “family folks” , “darlings” and “brothers and sisters” .

Analysis reveals three prominent pragmatic transformations of these fictive kinship terms. First, terms
that prioritize respect while maintaining intimacy have gradually shifted to expressions that prioritize
novelty and psychological closeness. Second, unidirectional address forms designed to identify
interlocutors have evolved into appellations that construct two-way virtual interpersonal bonds. Third,
polite expressions for daily communication have turned into marketing tools facilitating merchants’
product sales.

The core driver behind these transformations is the commercialization of emotional labor. Through
affectionate address terms, streamers virtualize ordinary viewers as their family members, evoke the
innate familial attachment of audiences via linguistic cues, and successfully convert such emotional

resonance into tangible purchasing intentions and long-term sense of belonging within fan communities.

Linguistic variations of fictive kinship terms in live-streaming contexts represent a self-adaptation of
modern Chinese to new media platforms. Meanwhile, they expose the gradual permeation of
commercial operational logic into ordinary people’ s daily speech and interactions. This linguistic
phenomenon reflects the growing commadification of interpersonal relationships in the digital era, which

calls for further observation and research centered on the interplay between language and society.

Keywords:fictive kinship terms; live-streaming sales; sociolinguistics; emotional labor; linguistic
change
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