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Semantic Extension and Emotional-Pragmatic Functions of “Guzi” in
Online Discourse

Wei JinShuang
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou Henan Province, 45000)

Abstract: With the increasing integration of social media discourse into everyday communication,
internet buzzwords have become an important window for observing semantic change and functional
shifts in contemporary Chinese. In recent years, the term Guzi has appeared with high frequency on
social media platforms. Originally a transliteration of the English word goods, Guzi initially referred to
merchandise related to anime, comics, games, and other ACG subcultures. However, in actual usage,
its meaning has expanded beyond the designation of commodities and entered contexts of emotional
expression and value evaluation. Existing studies have primarily focused on sociocultural issues such as
the “Guzi economy,” youth consumption, and emotional value, while relatively little attention has been
paid to the semantic extension of Guzi as a lexical item and its emerging pragmatic functions in online
interaction. Therefore, this study addresses three questions: (1) What distinguishable new semantic
categories of Guzi have emerged in online discourse? (2) Through what mechanisms, including
metaphor, metonymy, synesthesia, and categorization, are these meanings generated and
conventionalized? (3) How does Guzi acquire pragmatic functions such as emotional regulation,

psychological compensation, and attitudinal organization in specific discourse contexts?

Previous research provides important theoretical foundations for this study. Studies on internet
buzzwords have shown that lexical meanings often expand through metaphorical generalization and
dynamic categorization. Cognitive linguistic approaches suggest that metaphor, metonymy, and
synesthesia facilitate cross-domain mappings from objects to emotions and interpersonal relations.
Meanwhile, research on emotional value in consumer culture indicates that certain noun expressions
may undergo functional shifts when embedded in highly recurrent emotional structures. Building upon
these perspectives, this study adopts a lexical case-study approach, using naturally occurring online
discourse data as its primary corpus and taking the definitions provided in the seventh edition of Modern

Chinese Dictionary as a reference point. The analysis follows the trajectory of “dictionary meaning —
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online referential meaning — semantic extension — emotional-pragmatic functions” to examine the

semantic and pragmatic development of Guzi in contemporary Chinese internet discourse.

Keywords:Guzi; Internet Buzzwords; Semantic Extension; Affective-Pragmatic  Functions;

Constructionalization
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