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United Front Work of the Eighth Route Army Office in Luoyang in the
First War Zone: Practical Approaches and Historical Effectiveness

Hu Jiachen, Yao Min

(School of History, Culture and Tourism, Heilongjiang University, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, China,
150080)

Abstract: Following the full-scale outbreak of the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the
Communist Party of China established the Eighth Route Army Office in Luoyang (commonly abbreviated
as "Luo Ba Ban," a liaison office) at the station of the Kuomintang's First War Zone Command, with the
aim of consolidating and expanding the Chinese Anti-Japanese National United Front. As the core hub
for the CPC to conduct united front work in Henan, its united front engagement with military and political
personnel in the First War Zone stands as a paradigmatic example of local united front practice during
the period of KMT-CPC cooperation.The united front channels of the Luo Ba Ban feature dual attributes:
on the one hand, it operated through institutionalized approaches such as official documents,
correspondences and formal consultations; on the other hand, it maintained liaison via informal means
including private interactions and public opinion guidance. Nonetheless, this united front endeavor was
by no means plain sailing, and the work of the Luo Ba Ban went through multiple rounds of fluctuations
and adjustments. Even so, its practical exploration under specific historical conditions has accumulated
invaluable experience for the CPC's local united front work, and provides a vital regional research
perspective for understanding the localized adaptation of wartime united front strategies.

Keywords: War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression; Communist Party of China; Eighth Route
Army Office in Luoyang; Luo Ba Ban; united front
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