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Cognitive Acquisition Mechanism and Teaching Strategies of Chinese
Polysemous Words: A Perspective from the Grammaticalization of Kan

Wang Fangshu
(Zhengzhou University, Henan Province, Zhengzhou City, 450000)

Abstract: Vocabulary acquisition lies at the core of second language learning, and the semantic
extension and grammaticalization evolution of polysemous words constitute a major difficulty in Chinese
vocabulary acquisition. Grounded in core cognitive linguistic theories including conceptual metaphor,
subjectification and prototype category, this paper takes the grammaticalization trajectory of the
high-frequency Chinese word kan as the central case, and draws on corpus of other polysemous words
such as da, kai and tou to analyze the cognitive mechanism of Chinese lexical semantic expansion, as
well as to summarize learners' acquisition hierarchies and common errors. The study finds that the
semantic evolution of Chinese polysemous words follows a cognitive continuum of "concrete action —
cognitive judgment — modal marker", and learners' acquisition order is highly aligned with the
grammaticalization path. On this basis, this paper proposes operable acquisition strategies including
semantic map construction, metaphorical awareness activation and cultural cognitive integration, so as to
provide practical approaches for polysemous word teaching in Teaching Chinese as a Second Language
(TCSL).

Keywords: cognitive linguistics; Chinese polysemous words; vocabulary acquisition; kan;
grammaticalization
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