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A Study on the Semantic Generalization of the Internet Construction "XX
Assassin" from the Perspective of Conceptual Metaphor

Yang Jinwei
(ZhengZhou University, He Nan Province/Zheng Zhou City, 45000)

Abstract: With the pervasive integration of online consumption scenarios into everyday life, a large
number of fixed Internet sentence patterns derived from metaphors have emerged. "XX assassin" is a
highly representative cognitive metaphorical Internet lexical construction in recent years. This
construction takes the traditional noun "assassin" as the metaphorical source domain, conceptualizing
various commodities and consumption scenarios that covertly and suddenly cause financial losses as
"assassins," giving rise to a series of derivative expressions such as "ice cream assassin," "fruit
assassin," and "stationery assassin." Grounded in conceptual metaphor theory, semantic generalization
theory, and construction grammar theory from cognitive linguistics, this paper combs through the original
semantic features of the word "assassin," analyzes its cross-domain metaphorical mapping mechanism
from the historical military domain to the mass consumption domain, fully reconstructs the semantic
generalization path of the "XX assassin" construction, and explains the driving forces behind its
widespread dissemination from both internal linguistic rules and external social environmental
perspectives. Finally, it reflects on the linguistic value and usage norms of Internet metaphorical
constructions. The study finds that "XX assassin" is a typical entity-based conceptual metaphor, relying
on the underlying cognitive logic of "consumption harm = physical harm" to complete semantic
cross-domain migration. The construction exhibits strong productivity, with its generalization process
following the economy principle of language and the mechanism of analogy, while simultaneously
carrying young people's critical sentiments toward consumption disorders. It stands as a typical
specimen of how language mirrors social mentality in the digital age.

Keywords: Conceptual metaphor; Internet construction; "XX Assassin"; Semantic generalization;
Cognitive linguistics



