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A Study on Semantic Generalization of Language "Biléi" and "Pailéi"
from the Perspective of Conceptual Metaphor

Chen Xiaoyue
(ZhengZhou University, He Nan Province/Zheng Zhou City, 45000)

Abstract: "Bilei" and "Pailei" are buzzwords widely circulating on online social platforms in recent years.
Derived from military terminology, both have undergone semantic generalization into daily life via
conceptual metaphor, bearing similarities as well as marked disparities in their paths of semantic
generalization, cognitive motivations and pragmatic strategies. Centered on Conceptual Metaphor
Theory and integrated with semantic generalization theory, this research analyzes corpora collected from
Weibo, Xiaohongshu, Douban and other platforms to conduct a comparative study on the semantic
generalization of "Bilei" and "Pailei". The study yields three major findings: First, the two expressions
share the superordinate metaphor RISKS ARE MINES. Taking the concealment, destructiveness and
sudden danger of mines in the military domain as the mapping source, they realize cross-domain
mappings onto target domains such as consumption, film and television entertainment, workplace and
interpersonal communication. Second, they differ in paths of generalization: "Bilei" emphasizes prior
warning against hazards, while "Pailei" focuses on exposing hidden pitfalls after they emerge. Third, their
cognitive motivations diverge. The use of "Bilei" is driven by loss aversion, whereas "Pailei" stems from
people’s desire for control and altruistic sharing motives. Serving as semantic complements to each other,
the two terms jointly form a dual discourse strategy for netizens to cope with potential risks. This paper
expands the application scope of Conceptual Metaphor Theory in the comparative research of internet
buzzwords and reveals the micro cognitive mechanisms behind the semantic generalization of Chinese
vocabulary.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor Perspective; "Biléi"; "Pailéi"; Semantic Generalization



