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A Multidimensional Analysis of the Chinese Spoken Language Chunk
‘Méishi’ and Teaching Strategies
Niu Yaqin
(ZhengZhou University, He Nan Province/Zheng Zhou City, 450001)

Abstract: The Chinese expression “méi shi” (literally “no matter”) possesses dual properties in modern
spoken Chinese: it functions both as a literal verb-object phrase and a multi-functional responsive
discourse marker, making it a frequently encountered acquisition difficulty in oral Chinese teaching for
international learners. At present, explanations of this expression in oral Chinese classes tend to be
oversimplified, which often leads international students to commit pragmatic errors including limited
functional application, inappropriate contextual matching and misuse in conversational responses.Taking
“méi shi” as its research subject, this paper clarifies its multi-layered meanings and communicative
functions from three dimensions: syntax, semantics and pragmatics. Based on classroom teaching
observations and corpus collected from international learners, it categorizes typical acquisition errors and
analyzes their root causes. Targeted teaching strategies are accordingly proposed, including progressive
hierarchical teaching, real-life situational design, Chinese-foreign contrastive analysis and input of
authentic spoken Chinese corpus.This research enriches ontological studies on multi-functional
discourse markers among colloquial Chinese chunks. It provides practical, implementable teaching
schemes for oral international Chinese classrooms, and carries practical reference value for improving

Chinese learners’ pragmatic awareness and cross-cultural communicative competence.

Keywords: Méishi; Chinese as a foreign language; Syntax; Semantics and Pragmatics; Teaching

Strategies
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