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O African Growth and Opportunity Act(AGOA), https://www.cbp.gov/trade/priority-issues/trade-agreements/special-
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(D U. S. Customs and Border Protection, How Do I Read Tariff Shift Rules? And Other Textile and Apparel Rules of
Origin Questions You Were Afraid to Ask, Seminar Presentation, October 2007.
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® Jae-WanChung, A Study on the Value Added Criterion of Rules of Origin under FTAs with the US and EU:
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(O William Powers and Ricky Ubee , A Comprehensive Comparison of Rules of Origin in U. S. Trade Agreements, U.S.
International Trade Commission Economic Working Paper Series, WorkingPaper2020-05-D, May 2020, p. 7.

@ WCO, Comparative Study on Preferential Rules of Origin, 2017.
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Proposals and Potential Impacts on the North American Automotive Industry, Center for Automotive Research, 2018.
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Systematic Analysis and Utilization of U. S. Preferential Rules of Origin
under the Perspective of Integrating Trade and Investment

Zhu Qiuyuan

Abstract: Under the perspective of integrating trade and investment, planning and layout of rules of
origin must precede overseas investment. As the global industrial chain becomes fragmented, rules of origin
have also grown increasingly complex and fragmented. The General Notes of the HTSUS contains the most
part of US’preferential rules of origin which forms two major RoO models. These rules cover core standards
such as tariff classification changes and RVC, imposing stringent regulations on sensitive industries like
automobiles and textiles. The USMCA further introduces special provisions including quadruple
superimposed requirements, hidden labor clauses, and“roll-down’rules. Existing research lacks in-depth
systematic analysis of these rules. Due to the absence of a free trade agreement between China and the US,
Chinese enterprises often overlook their value and are prone to falling into compliance pitfalls such as third-
party transshipment, minor processing, or difficulty to prove the economic rationality of industrial chain
relocation. Chinese businesses need to abandon short-term thinking and conduct full-chain collaborative
planning and management of rules of origin before and after going global. By adopting approaches such as
reverse planning, thoroughly grasping core rules, and making good use of residual rules and procedural tools,
enterprises can cross barriers in compliance, steadily expand the North American market, and lay a solid
foundation for sustainable overseas development.

Keywords: U. S. Preferential Rules of Origin; Sensitive Industries; Industrial Chain Layout; Compliance;
FTAs
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