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Pilot Implementation of CPTPP Rules through the Negative List for C

ross-Border Trade in Services in Hainan Free Trade Port

Abstract: China’s application to accede to the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-P
acific Partnership(CPTPP)in Sept. 2021 has again been rejected, among which the high-standard rules
on trade in services constitute one of the major obstacles. Given China’s complex national conditions an
d the gradual pace of domestic reforms,Hainan Free Trade Port(HFTP), as experimental fields for institu
tional innovation, should play a demonstrative and leading role in aligning with high-standard internation
al rules on trade in services.In this regard,HF TP took the lead in intro- ducing the Hainan version of the
negative list for cross-border trade in services in 2021, there by accu-mulating valuable experience for th
e subsequent launch of the national and pilot free trade zone versions of the negative list three years lat
er. Against the backdrop of China’s active pursuit of CPTPP accession, accelerating institutional innova
tion in the negative list for cross-border trade in services in HFTP and narrowing the gap with the rules o
n trade in services advocated by the CPTPP are of significant importance. To this end, this paper propo
ses such suggestions as enhancing the rigor of the negative list for trade in services in HFTP reducing
the number of restrictive measures concerning local presence requirements; and comprehensively impr
oving transparency. Once successfully implemented, these reforms may provide replicable and scalable
experience for nationwide application.

Keywords: Cross-Border Trade in Services; Negative List; CPTPP; Hainan Free Trade Port
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