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A Study on the “Bu A BuB” Structure under SanYi Grammar: Form,
Function and Context

Zhang Panpan
(Zhengzhou University, Henan Province, Zhengzhou City, 450000)

Abstract: Based on the SanYi Grammar theory, this paper systematically examines the formal
structure, functional roles and typical contexts of the “bu A bu B” construction in modern Chinese.
Formally, the construction organizes two semantically related components A and B through two negative
markers, forming a symmetrical and rhythmically balanced pattern. A and B are usually monosyllabic
adjectives, verbs or state-related morphemes, and they may enter antonymous, synonymous,
complementary or lexicalized relations. Functionally, the construction does not merely express double
negation. It can deny two extremes, highlight an intermediate state, convey evaluation, regulate degree
and describe manners of action. Pragmatically, it is widely used in daily communication, literary
description, workplace interaction, school contexts and online discourse, with its emotional value varying
according to context. The paper further proposes teaching strategies such as structural comparison,
collocation training, affective labeling and contextualized output, aiming to help Chinese learners
overcome difficulties in form recognition, semantic inference and pragmatic adaptation.
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