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AT BmFHH HRAL, 2015,

The Archetypal Transformation of the ldeal Character
in Dostoevsky's Novels

Wang Ling-yu

(Center for Russian Language, Literature and Culture Studies, Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080,
China)

Abstract: The “positively beautiful person” stands as one of the central concerns in Dostoevsky's later
works, and constitutes a key dimension for understanding the evolution of the writer's thought and
aesthetic practice. Focusing on The Idiot, Demons, The Adolescent, and The Brothers Karamazov, this
article examines the archetypal transformation of this ideal character type and its underlying motivations.
From Myshkin, modeled on Christ and Don Quixote, to the saint-based figures of Tikhon, Makar, and
Zosima, Dostoevsky effected an overall shift from the Christ-like protagonist to the saintly mentor. This
shift reflects not only the writer's profound awareness of the artistic limits of representing holiness within
the realist novel, but also his sustained effort to find an appropriate mode of existence for the ideal
character within the Eastern Orthodox spiritual tradition.
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