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The Swan Song of Pioneering Scholars:
A Critical Review of A General Introduction to Old Russian

Yin Xu

(Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The study of Old Russian is an indispensable branch of Russian language and literature

research. Published by The Commercial Press in 2024, A General Introduction to OIld Russian,

co-authored by Ma Fuju, one of Chinese first-generation experts in Old Russian, and his student Ye

Qisong, provides a comprehensive and detailed analysis of Old Russian phonetics, morphology, and

syntax, significantly advancing the teaching and research of Old Russian in China. This review first

outlines the book’s main content and structure, then evaluates it in light of the current status of Old

Russian studies in China.

Key words: Old Russian; Russian Historical Grammar; Russian Philology
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