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On the Revolutionary Ideas in Dobrolyubov’s Literary Views

Peng Yong-tao

(Department of Russian, Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: As a core representative of revolutionary democratic literary criticism and an important
promoter of realist literary theory in mid-19th century Russia, Dobrolyubov inherited and further
developed the realist literary tradition and materialist aesthetic thought initiated by Belinsky and
Chernyshevsky. He not only established the core creative principles of revolutionary democratic
aesthetics, highlighted the decisive role of the revolutionary nature of writers' worldviews in literary
creation, and demonstrated the practical value of unifying revolutionary spirit with people's nature, but
also enshrined "criticism of reality" as the fundamental method and criterion of literary criticism, laying a
crucial theoretical foundation for the maturity and development of Russian realist literature. His distinct
and unwavering revolutionary ideas permeated his aesthetic, literary, and critical perspectives,
establishing clear norms for Russian literary creation of the era while profoundly enriching the theoretical
system and practical approaches of subsequent literary criticism. His legacy exerted a far-reaching
influence on the history of literary criticism in Russia and beyond Europe.

Key words: Dobrolyubov; people's nature; revolutionary spirit; literary criticism
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