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Breaking Out of Algorithmic Echo Chambers and Monopolies on
Discourse

—Pathways to Safeguarding and Governing Diversity in the Educational
Ecosystem of the Digital Age

Yang Gansheng
(South China Normal University, Foshan / Guangdong, 528225)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of digital media’s deep penetration into the educational sphere,
communication forces represented by college admissions guidance influencers have become deeply
involved in the critical process of choosing majors for the college entrance exam, leveraging the viral
effects of the fan economy and the targeted recommendations driven by algorithmic logic. This
“influencer-guided major selection” is not a natural evolution of the educational ecosystem. Instead,
driven by information asymmetry and employment anxiety, it has fostered a “herd mentality” in major
selection, leading to excessive competition in popular majors and hindering the development of
foundational disciplines, thereby severely undermining the diversity and balance of the educational
ecosystem. Based on real-world case studies of college admissions influencers, this paper adopts dual
perspectives of media literacy and algorithmic recommendation, combined with Bourdieu’ s theory of
cultural capital, to conduct an in-depth analysis of the underlying mechanisms and core causes behind
the monopolization of discourse by these influencers. The study proposes that restoring the educational
ecosystem requires focusing on three core pillars: “institutional supplementation, demystification of
information, and cognitive reshaping.” This involves reducing the risks associated with major selection
through scientific institutional design, breaking down information silos by providing authoritative
information, and enhancing the public’ s capacity for rational judgment through cognitive education. Only
through multidimensional, coordinated efforts can we eliminate the blind conformity and bandwagon
effect in major selection, build a diverse, balanced, and sustainable educational ecosystem, and lay a

solid talent foundation for the construction of an education powerhouse.
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