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A Three-Dimensional Pragmatic Classification of Chinese Refusal
Speech Acts and Euphemistic Regulation Mechanisms

Yue Ran
(ZhengZhou University, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: This paper investigates Chinese refusal speech acts from the perspectives of
pragmatic classification and facework regulation. Drawing upon speech act theory, politeness
theory, and Brown and Levinson’s face theory, it proposes a three-dimensional analytical
framework incorporating face-threatening intensity, interpersonal distance, and power relations.
The study systematically examines the pragmatic categorization and euphemistic mitigation
strategies of refusal acts in Chinese. The findings reveal that Chinese refusal behavior is
dynamically constrained by social relationships, contextual formality, and cultural expectations,
and is commonly realized through hedging devices, justificatory compensation, politeness
buffering, and indirect implication. This study contributes to Chinese pragmatic research and
offers pedagogical implications for teaching Chinese as a foreign language and intercultural
communicative competence development.

Keywords: refusal speech acts; pragmatic classification; euphemistic strategies; intercultural
communication



