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The Practice of Creators:The Construction of the
Former Qin Empire from the Perspective of Verb Ontol-ogy

Tang Jiepei
(Beijing Union University,Beijing,10080)

Abstract: Research on the history of the Sixteen Kingdoms has long been dominated by the “sinicization paradigm,”
which attributes the success of ethnic minority regimes to their approximation to and imitation of Huaxia civilization. As
the first non-Han regime to unify northern China, does the historical significance of the Former Qin lie solely in the
success of its sinicization? When we regard the Former Qin as an “imitator” rather than a “creator,” do we overlook the
most essential mode of existence of historical actors? Zhao Tingyang proposes a shift “from the observer’s horizon to
the creator’s horizon,” understanding human existence as a transitive creative activity—*/ create, therefore | am.” This
philosophical turn offers a new possibility for reinterpreting the Former Qin: not “how the Former Qin sinicized,” but
“how the Former Qin created”; not “whether it conformed to existing norms,” but “how it forged new norms.” Adopting
verb ontology as an analytical tool, this paper argues that the imperial construction of the Former Qin was a “practice
of creators.” Without ready-made templates, the Di ruling group, together with diverse actors, dynamically generated
an imperial order through four interwoven practices: military unification, institutional innovation, cultural integration,
and daily governance. Its rapid rise stemmed from the high synergy of multiple practices, while its sudden collapse
resulted from the systemic rupture of practical chains. Thus, this paper attempts to transcend the static sinicization
paradigm and provide a new processual and generative perspective for the study of ethnic regimes in the Sixteen
Kingdoms period.
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