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Theoretical Reflection and Reconstruction of the Legal Concept of Light
Pollution

HE Qinghua

(North China University of Science and Technology , School of Humanities and Law , Tangshan 063210,
China)

Abstract: As a form of physical pollution, light pollution has long lacked a clear legal concept, leading
to its confusion with neighboring relationships in judicial practice. Taking the consensus of
environmental science as the factual premise, a systematic review of the definition, characteristics of
physical pollution, and classification of light pollution can lay a foundation for its legal definition. A critical
reflection on existing legal definitions and an analysis of the definition in Article 667 of the Ecological
Environment Code reveal that, although the Code’ s definition is pioneering, it has limitations such as
focusing only on visual interference, failing to reflect the special attributes of physical pollution, and
relying on subjective criteria. Given these limitations, three principles should be followed in defining the
concept: respecting environmental science, highlighting the regulation of conduct in law, and
maintaining legislative foresight and stability. On this basis, a definition of light pollution is proposed. A
differentiation from six dimensions—textual wording, legislative intent, infringement pathway, application
conditions, branch of law attribution, and comparative law—shows that light pollution is fundamentally
different from neighboring relationships: light pollution is an environmental issue involving public
interests and requiring front-end governance, and should thus be established as an independent type of
environmental tort, with a dedicated legal concept and regulatory system under the framework of
environmental law.

Keywords: Light pollution; legal concept; adjacent relationship; physical pollution



